The Great Umbrella of Ghana

The Plymouth Ghana Link celebrated
the arrival of the biggest umbrella in
Plymouth with special event by the
Council House hosted by Councillor
Mary Aspinall, Lord Mayor.

More information about the tradition
can be found at

www.plymouthghanalink.org.

Flameworks Ghana

Flameworks’ chosen cause for their 2010 Art2Go Exhibition in
December was Bolgatanga Polytechnics Industrial Arts course
which is now in its 4" year.

They struggle to teach a wide variety of practical arts and crafts
subjects, basket weaving, leather work and ceramics with little or
no facilities, often not even tables or chairs.

There was a dedicated area at the exhibition displaying examples
of Ghanaian artwork, crafts and clothes with items for sale and a
raffle with all the proceeds raised going to the Polytechnic to
purchase much needed resources.
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Coming soon >>>

In The Next Issue

News from Ghana Week
Olympic base confirmation
Report from AGM —the
year ahead
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To register your interest
in the Link please contact:

Peter Reid
peterreid@blueyonder.co.uk

Elaine Budd - 07712 586060
elaine.budd@prensus.co.uk

or visit:
www.plymouthghanalink.org
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New School Links

Visit for Fair Trade Fortnight
Millennium Development Goal
Update
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Front: The Lord Mayor Councillor Mary
Aspinall (front) Peter Reid, Rosemary
Reid, Erica Kyere and Nii Takiabo
(back left to right)

Erica with Operation Hernia’s
Chris Oppong

2010 saw the first recipients of the
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Africa Award-three Gold Awards were
presented to- Mikaela Cumbers, Amanda
Owen and Polly Boucherat (pictured left

." I with Link Chair Arnet Donkin)
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Visit by Erica Kyere

The Link was delighted that Erica Kyere was able to visit
Plymouth during Fair Trade Fortnight and International
Women's week.

Erica Kyere is the Communications Director of Kuapa Kokoo
that has over 60,000 farmer members and many of them
produce cocoa for Fair Trade companies. Erica has excellent
knowledge of the Cooperative and of Fair Trade in general,
and during her time in Plymouth she had a very busy
timetable!

1 Lecture to University of Plymouth Students on world
trade and the importance of Fair Trade

1 Assemblies at Sir John Hunt Community College,

Woodlands, Lipson Community College and Coombe

Pafford School in Torquay

Talks at Rotary Club meetings

Attending City College Plymouth’s Fair Trade event

Presenting at the monthly Link Meeting

Meeting with the Lord Mayor of Plymouth

Meeting with Chris Oppong - exciting developments to

be announced soon!

Presentation to the business community at the

University of Plymouth
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A film of Ericads
University of Plymouth is available at
www.plymouthghanalink.org
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Visit by Erica Kyere

THE communications director of the largest cocoa co-operative in Ghana has spoken to hundreds of
children at a Plymouth secondary school.

Erica Kyere, of Kuapa Kokoo, promoted Fair Trade products and their importance to pupils of Lipson
Community College.

The school is a co-operative trust school - and is a "firm supporter” of Fair Trade. It has just backed
the annual Fair Trade Fortnight, with pupils and staff involved in activities such as baking Fair Trade
cookies.

Lynda Mctier, assistant principal, said: "A highlight of their fortnight was a visit from Erica Kyere. Her
visit was organised by the Plymouth Ghana link. Erica was promoting Fair Trade and the work of the
Kuapa Kokoo co-operative”. The co-operative has 45,000 farmer members in more than 1,300 villages
and communities.

“Students listened to a presentation from Erica and had the opportunity to ask her questions about
the co-operative values that Kuapa Kokoo promotes and what they can do to support Fair Trade in the
UK."

Susan Kilvington, Head of Citizenship at Lipson, said: "This was an amazing opportunity for our
students to engage with someone who is active in the world of co-operatives.

“The work of this woman and the women of Kuapa Kokoo is truly inspirational.”

Eradicate extreme
ooverty and hunger

e percentage of those living below the national poverty
line has fallen from 52% in 1991-92 to 29% in 2005-06

Achieve universal
primary education

= percentage of children of official school age (net enrolment)

o are enrolled in primary schools rose from 819% in 2006/07
to 89%in 2008/09.The total number of children enrolled at the
primary level irrespective of age (gross enrolment) increased from
91% in 2006/07 to 95% in 2008/09.

New School Links

Steve Baker, Principal of Lipson Community
College met Erica Kyere when she visited the
school. Lipson is a Cooperative Trust school,
and students in Year 11 undertake a course in
Cooperative Studies, so they were interested in
what Erica had to say about the huge

cooperative she works for.

Now Lipson have signed up to have a partner
school in Ghana, and Sekondi College has agreed
to the partnership. Already the two schools
have exchanged information, and on July 2 on
Lipson's International Day this year we hope to
celebrate the next stage of the partnership.

Erica Kyere presenting to
Lispon Community College Students

Advocates for Africa

The Plymouth Ghana Link invites people to apply to be Advocates for Africa , with the expectation
that those selected will promote Africa and Africa issues in general, and Ghana and our Link with
Sekondi-Takoradi in particular.

Through medical teams, teachers, students, committee members and others who have been to Ghana
we have a strong base of knowledge, understanding and experience, and the Link now wants to
celebrate these people and ask them to work for us. The Advocates for Africa idea

celebrates the rich experience of the people connected with the Link

formally recognises people who will promote the Link

is explicit about the minimum requirements we have

clarifies the expectations the Link has of Advocates in promoting Africa and Ghana in particular
to the people of Plymouth
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There are three elements to being an Advocate:

Understanding - Advocates have a good understanding of some aspect of Africa for which they can
provide evidence

Experience - Advocates have experience of Africa, either vicariously through contact in the UK

or (preferably) through travel to Africa (preferably but not exclusively to Ghana)

Promotion - Advocates use their understanding and experience to promote the Link within Plymouth,
in their work-place, social groups, clubs, churches or other connections

There are two levels of Advocate: Silver, for people who have not travelled to Africa, but whose
understanding and experience is based on contact, perhaps through being a home-host, and Gold for
those whose travel in Africa has brought them into close contact with the lives people there lead. To
be selected, people complete a simple application form and may be interviewed, if necessary, by at
least two Link officers. The Advocate Award may then made provisionally, to be made in full once
Advocates have evidence of at least three ways in which they have promoted Africa in general, and
preferably the Link in particular. Awards will normally be for three years (renewable) and can be
awarded to groups as well as individuals.

To annlv. contact the Secretarv. Peter Reid - neterreid@bluevonder.co.uk
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